
Sudbury History Society 

Trip to Norwich, 22nd November 2018 

 

The coach left Sudbury on a grey November morning.  However, spirits were 

cheerful in the Squirrels’ coach and we arrived in Norwich by 11am.  We were 

dropped off at the Castle Mall, a modern shopping centre in the middle of the city 

and were promptly greeted by volunteers who gave us a handy map of Norwich and 

asked if we needed any help – very impressive!  We went in search of the Cathedral 

and others set off in the direction of book and antique shops.  Our route took us via 

the lovely Art Nouveau Royal Arcade, designed by local architect George Skipper in 

1899, and the main square where there was a lively market. 

The Cathedral is a magnificent Romanesque building set in 85 acres of spacious 

grounds.  The Cathedral close contains many interesting buildings from 15th to 19th 

Century.  The entrance to the cathedral is via a new reception centre called the 

Hostry, opened in 2010, where volunteers welcome you and there are restaurant and 

meeting room facilities, and even a temporary art gallery.  The Cathedral was 

completed in 1145, built from flint and mortar and faced with Caen limestone.   We 

looked round the Cathedral admiring the sights: the spectacular vaulting in the nave, 

a copper baptismal font fashioned from bowls used for making chocolate in 

Rowntree’s factory in Norwich.  It was given to the Cathedral after the factory closed 

in 1994.  In one of the side chapels, St Luke’s Chapel, there is a fine late 14th century 

altar piece, the Despenser Retable, probably commissioned by Henry le Despenser, 

Bishop of Norwich (1369 – 1406).  The cloisters are the largest in England featuring 

beautiful carved stonework and medieval roof bosses. 

We then made our way towards Strangers’ Hall via beautiful old cobbled streets.  

Sadly Strangers’ Hall, a museum of domestic history housed in a Tudor building, was 

closed due to the winter season.  We made our way back to the Castle and decided 

to visit the Castle Museum.  There was an interesting exhibition about the Armistice 

and many inspiring galleries.  As time was limited, we visited the Local Norfolk 

Artists’ gallery which was delightful.  There was also a very reasonably priced café in 

the Castle Museum.  Looking forward to our next Sudbury History trip to 

Norwich………………. 

 

See below for two photos of the Cathedral interior 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mortar_(masonry)
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